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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the Invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Taylor et al. (US Pat. No. 5,991,528). 

Regarding claim 1, Taylor et al. disclose an expert manufacturing system 
generates a manufacturing plan for producing a part in an automated 
manufacturing system, comprising: a control module for reflecting functional 
level requirements of each controller of a machining tool (see fig 1, element 24); 
a SFP/TPG module for reflecting data interface level requirements (see fig. 2); 
and a common DB module for storing therein data generated, updated and 
referred to by the control module and the SFP/TPG module (see fig 1 , element 
14). 

Regarding claim 6, Taylor et al. further disclose the SFP/TPG module that 
includes: an input manager for converting a CAD data inputted thereto into an 
internal geometric modeling kernel data, recognizing a machining feature, 
extracting a property value of the machining feature (see fig. 1, element 20) and 
storing the extracted property value of the machining feature in the common DB 
module (see fig. 1, element 18); a process planner for receiving the property 
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value of the machining feature from the input manager, determining a process 
sequence, a machining task, a jig, a setup and a cutter that are required for the 
manufacturing of the machining feature, and storing the determined data in the 
common DB module (see fig 2, element 100); a tool-path generator for 
generating a tool-path for machining and measurement by using the determined 
data sent from the process planner, and storing the generated tool-path in the 
common DB module (see fig 2, element 110); and a simulator for performing a 
cutting simulation before an actual machining process in order to verify the 
generated tool-path and find possible errors therein, and, then, storing the 
simulation result in the common DB module (see fig 2, simulation, col. 8, lines 
45-55). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 2-5 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 

should be directed to examiner Douglas Lee, whose telephone number is (571) 272-3745. The 

examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:00AM- 4:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 

Leo Picard, can be reached on (571) 272-3749 or via e-mail addressed to 

[leo.picard@uspto.gov]. The fax number for this Group is (703) 872-9306. 

Communications via Internet e-mail regarding this application, other than those under 35 U.S.C. 

132 or which otherwise require a signature, may be used by the applicant and should be 

addressed to [doug.lee@uspto.gov]. 

All Internet e-mail communications will be made of record in the application file. PTO 
employees do not engage in Internet communications where there exists a possibility that 
sensitive information could be identified or exchanged unless the record includes a properly 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/506,685 



Page 4 



Art Unit: 2125 

signed express waiver of the confidentiality requirements of 35 U.S.C. 122. This is more clearly 
set forth in the Interim Internet Usage Policy published in the Official Gazette of the Patent and 
Trademark on February 25, 1 997 at 1 1 95 OG 89. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be directed to 
the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 306-5631. 



Douglas Lee 




12/20/2005 
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